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CIDOB Sources of Tension in Afghanistan & Pakistan: A Regional Perspective (STAP RP) 

Quarterly Reports on “Monitoring the Key Regional Powers” 
 

Introduction 

The purpose of this series of quarterly monitoring reports (2013) is to monitor and track the actions, 

public statements of five key STAP RP regional actors (India, Iran, Russia, China, Saudi Arabia) on 

Afghanistan; the development of, and their participation in relevant international and regional 

discussion meetings, including the Istanbul Process, Heart of Asia, RECCA, SCO; the five key regional 

actors’ economic decisions and agreements, including, but not limited to, the energy and infrastructure 

sectors, which have implications for the identified sources of tension in Afghanistan with regional 

implications (see CIDOB STAP RP Mapping Document at www.cidobafpakproject.com). 

 

The Sources of Tension (SoTs) identified in the Mapping Document are used as reference points to 

determine relevance and are specifically monitored in Section 1. 

 

The content includes short summaries by topic and by country, on actions taken, public statements 

made, regional meetings held and how these develop as mechanisms for dialogue, and the participation 

of the key regional powers in relevant regional and international events, as well as in subgroups of 

international fora, such as the Heart of Asia. Economic activity and investments by the key regional 

powers in Afghanistan are also monitored, together with progress on, and shifting alliances in planned or 

actual economic projects. A short subsection on commentary from the media (in English) is included in 

each section. 

 

Section 2 focuses on the key regional powers. Section 3 looks at regional dynamics and cross-cutting 

issues; and conclusions on the events of the past quarter are presented in Section 4. Section 5 presents 

publications by think tanks and research institutions in the region.  
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1. The Context 

Governance 

- The Embassies of Canada, Denmark, Germany and the UK commit $3.8 million to support Free and Fair Election 
Foundation of Afghanistan’s (FEFA) plan to hire 10,000 observers for the upcoming elections.  

- The UN Security Council votes unanimously to extend the mandate of the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) until the end of 2014.  

- Seven districts are deprived of voter registration as there is no presence of Afghan security forces in most of 
these districts.  

- “Permanent Representative of Afghanistan Dr. Zahir Tanin is re-appointed as Chair of the Intergovernmental 
Negotiations on Security Council reform”. 

- Lower house of Afghan parliament endorses two strategic partnership agreements, namely with Denmark and 
Indonesia.  

- Afghanistan stands 139
th

 among the 142 countries in the global Prosperity Index.  
- Afghanistan has a growing number of drug addicts. There are at least 1.6 million addicts according to US Bureau 

of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs.  
- Japan pledges $16.7 million to Afghanistan’s Independent Election Commission (IEC) for the upcoming 

presidential and provincial councils’ elections.  

Peace and Reconciliation 

- Whereabouts of former Taliban no. 2 remain unknown. He is thought to be still in Pakistani custody despite 
Kabul’s demand for freeing him to help spur the Afghan peace talks.  

Security  

- President Karzai reneges on his promise to sign the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA) with USA despite 
agreeing earlier to do so once the Loya Jirga endorses it.  

- Governor of Logar province is assassinated in a bomb attack on the first day of the Eid.  
- “The Afghan Air Force becomes the 70th country to own and operate C-130 aircraft, during an arrival ceremony 

October 9 at Kabul International Airport Afghanistan”. 
- More than 150 Georgian soldiers return to their country from Afghanistan.  
- Romania has agreed to provide logistical support to ISAF in Afghanistan.  
- UK-funded Afghan National Army Officers Academy (ANAOA) is formally opened.  
- All Australian combat troops are set to leave Afghanistan in a swifter fashion – until the end of 2013.  
- “Taliban sexually abuse suicide bombers during training, Afghan spy agency claims”. 

Development   

- Islamic Development Bank will fund construction of an Islamic University in Afghanistan.  
- Head of Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA) claims there has been a 20% increase in investment in 

Afghanistan in 2013.  
- “Afghanistan has become more business-friendly through reforms efforts launched in 2012-2013, according to a 

new joint report from the World Bank and the International Finance Corporation (IFC)”. 
- Afghan publishers make Frankfurt Book Fair debut. 
- An 11-building campus catering for 5000 students is built for Kandahar University with the help from the US 

government. 
- Denmark will provide $100 million in assistance annually to Afghanistan after 2014 for five years.  

Afghanistan-Pakistan Tensions 

- Reports in Pakistan indicate an insurgent cell tied to the Afghan intelligence agency was dismantled by the 
security forces of the former.   

- To protest drone strikes, Khyber-Pukhtunkhwa (KP) government blocks NATO supplies in KP en route to 
Afghanistan.  

- Pakistani Taliban leader is killed in a drone strike in his expansive farmhouse, only a kilometer away from the 
Pakistani army’s headquarter in North Waziristan. His deputy is arrested in Afghanistan by American troops. 

  

http://afghanistan.um.dk/en/about%20us/news---denmark-in-afghanistan/newsdisplaypage/?newsID=4DCC05E3-A23F-43C1-AC81-543594B11B4B
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12245-un-votes-final-mandate-for-afghan-force
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12323-seven-districts-without-voter-registration-offices-four-have-no-ansf-presence
https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/598708710187113
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/10/30/%D9%88%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%B1%DA%AB%DB%90-%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%DA%98%D9%8A%DA%A9%D9%88-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%90-%D8%AA%DA%93%D9%88%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86%D9
http://media.prosperity.com/2013/pdf/publications/PI2013Brochure_WEB.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/03/world/asia/that-other-big-afghan-crisis-the-growing-army-of-addicts.html?_r=1&
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/12/japan-offers-iec-167m-grant-credible-polls
http://tribune.com.pk/story/622903/afghanistan-set-to-press-pakistan-over-mullah-baradar/
http://ipripak.org/articles/latest/aptn.pdf
http://m.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/11/25/readout-national-security-advisor-susan-e-rices-meeting-president-hamid-
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/10/13/uk-afghanistan-usa-idUKBRE99B05P20131013?rpc=401&feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12291-nds-reveals-details-of-jamal-assassination-condemnations-flow
http://www.438aew.afcent.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123366464
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/10/17/%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%A1%D9%A5%D9%A0-%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%DA%AB%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%DA%85%25D
http://www.bbc.co.uk/pashto/world/2013/10/131019_yb_romana_us_agreement.shtml#FBM298967
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151953549880631.1073741886.232756440630&type=3
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12419-australian-troops-to-leave-within-two-months
http://centralasiaonline.com/en_GB/articles/caii/features/pakistan/main/2013/10/03/feature-01
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/12/15/%D9%BE%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84-%DA%A9%DB%90-%D9%86%DA%93%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D9%88%D9%87%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%88%DA%93%DB%90%DA%96%D9%8A
http://www.bbc.co.uk/pashto/multimedia/2013/10/131028_hh-aisa-iv-hafiz.shtml#FBM302228
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=12254&ctl=Details&mid=15756&ItemID=37409&language=en-US
http://www.dawn.com/news/1048536/afghan-publishers-make-frankfurt-book-fair-debut
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/115934/kandahar-university-provides-look-into-bright-future-afghanistan#.UrP9geLWuSm
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/11/05/%DA%89%D9%86%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%A5%D9%A0%D9%A0-%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D9%87-%DA%89%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%87-%25D
http://insaf.pk/News/tabid/60/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/17425/Shireen-Mazari-takes-on-govt-for-silence-over-busting-of-Afghan-terrorist-network.aspx
http://tribune.com.pk/story/626210/we-will-block-flow-of-nato-supplies-through-k-p-imran-khan/
http://www.dawn.com/news/1054033/the-120000-farmhouse-where-the-ttp-chief-was-killed
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-24500286
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2. Regional Powers 

 
 

1. India 

 

Who The Source 

1.1. Actions   
- October 21, 2013 
Indian Prime Minister discusses terrorism, peace and reconciliation and production of 
illicit drugs in Afghanistan with the Russian President.  
   

 IBN Live 

- October 24, 2013 
Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan briefs President Karzai on the progress of 
construction of the new building of Afghan parliament. $150 million for the project is 
provided by the Indian government.  
 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office 

Official 
Youtube 
Channel  
 

- October 26, 2013 
Director of Delhi Policy Group (DPG) meets President Karzai and briefs him on the 
work of DPG.     
 

 Bakhtar 
News 
 

- October 29, 2013 
Indian Finance Ministry refuses to help finance the Hajigak iron ore deal of Steel 
Authority of India and its consortium, prompting the latter to ask for a new contract.    
 

Jessica 
Donati 

Reuters  
 

- November 10, 2013 
Indian Foreign Minister hosts 12th formal trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting which 
includes his Russian and Chinese counterparts, discussions include Afghanistan. 
   

 Royal 
United 
Services 
Institute 
(RUSI) 

- November 18, 2013 
Salman Khurshid, Indian Minister of External Affairs, inaugurates “Doing Business 
with Afghanistan” International Conference in New Delhi as part of Istanbul Process.    
 

 Afghan 
Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs  
 

- November 19, 2013 
Indian Ambassador to Kabul meets Afghan Minister of Foreign Affairs, discusses 
issues of mutual interest.  

Afghan 
Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs  

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- December 14, 2013 
India rebukes President Karzai’s request for arms yet again. The request war renewed 
during President Karzai’s last visit to India.  
 

Sharif Amiry Tolonews 

1.2. Agreements (Negotiated/Signed)    
- December 1, 2013  
Iran, India and Afghanistan are working on a trade agreement which would enable 
Afghan traders to use Chabahar port of Iran for transportation of their goods.  
 

Jawed 
Hamim 
Kakar 

Pajhwok 
Afghan 
News 

1.3. Public Statements   
- November 10, 2013 
Afghanistan features prominently in the joint communiqué of the 12th Meeting of 
Foreign Ministers of Russia-India-China.   
 

 Indian 
Ministry of 
External 
Affairs 

- November 18, 2013  Indian 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/full-text-manmohan-putins-joint-statement-on-14th-indiarussia-annual-summit/429697-37-64.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tmvmp56KP0&feature=youtu.be&a
http://www.bakhtarnews.com.af/eng/politics/item/9497-president-karzai-meets-delhi-policy-group-chairwoman.html
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/10/29/afghanistan-mines-idINL3N0IJ23220131029?rpc=401&feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNews&rpc=401
http://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C528246195F8AE/#.UrNrs-LWuSm
http://mfa.gov.af/en/news/minister-afg-in-2
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=610532699004714&set=a.286563514734969.67126.274221069302547&type=1
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/13083-india-denies-karzais-request-for-military-equipment
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/12/01/%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%8C-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%88-%D9%87%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%86%DA%81-%D9%BE%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%25
http://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/22469
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In a warm speech in the “Doing Business with Afghanistan” Conference, India’s 
External Affairs Minister opines India will stand by Afghanistan its good and bad 
times.  
 

Ministry of 
External 
Affairs  

- November 20, 2013 
India’s envoy to UNGA says his country does not have “an exit strategy” from 
Afghanistan. Thus, it will remain engaged there.    
 

 UN General 
Assembly  

1.4. Track II Diplomacy    
- October 20 , 2013 
Indian musicians participate in the Shana ba Shana (shoulder by shoulder) peace 
concert in Kabul. 
 

 British and 
Irish 
Agencies 
Afghanistan 
Group 

- October  28, 2013 
25 Afghan traders and officials of Ministry of Commerce and Industries receive 
training in New Delhi ahead of WTO meeting in Bali to conclude Afghanistan’s 
accession to the organization.  
  

 UN-ESCAP   

-  November 17, 2013  
Indian experts sign off a joint declaration: an output of the regional track II project, 
“Envisioning Secure and Independent Afghanistan Post 2014: Perspectives and 
Strategies for Constructive Conflict Resolution from the Neighborhood”.  
 

 Friedrich 
Ebert 
Stiftung 
Afghanistan 

- November  18, 2013 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) organizes a series 
of events under the title of “Doing Business with Afghanistan” to attract business. 

 Doing 
Business 
with 
Afghanistan 
2013 

1.5. Media Commentary    
- November 1, 2013 
Diwali fires up Afghans 
 

Priyanka 
Kachhava 

The Times 
of India 

  

http://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/22528/External+Affairs+Ministers+inaugural+speech+at+the+Conference+organized+by+FICCI+on+Doing+Business+with+Afghanistan
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11457.doc.htm
http://www.baag.org.uk/sites/www.baag.org.uk/files/resources/attachments/Afghanistan%20this%20October%2031Oct13.pdf
http://www.unescap.org/news/ahead-wto-ministerial-bali-escap-and-international-trade-centre-partner-boost-afghan-officials%E2%80%99
http://www.fes-afghanistan.org/media/pdf/Joint_Declaration_on_Regional_Peace_and_Stability.pdf
http://www.dbafghanistan2013.in/index.html
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-11-01/chandigarh/43591414_1_diwali-gifts-crackers-afghans
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2. Iran 

 

Who The Source 

2.1. Actions   
- October 20, 2013  
The new Iranian president meets with the country’s ambassador to Afghanistan to 
discuss the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA) between Afghanistan and USA. 
 

Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs of 
Afghanistan 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 3, 2013  
Iran’s new ambassador to Kabul presents his credentials to President Karzai.  
 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 3, 2013  
A “special economic group” from Iran will soon visit Afghanistan, President Karzai is 
informed.  
 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 14, 2013  
Deputy Foreign Minister of Iran meets President Karzai. Strengthening of relations, 
expansion of economic activities and Afghan refugees in Iran are discussed.   
 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Youtube 
Channel 

- November 17, 2013  
Deputy Foreign Minister of Iran meets Afghan Minister of Foreign Affairs.   
 

Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs of 
Afghanistan 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 18, 2013  
Iranian representatives attend the “Doing Business with Afghanistan” International 
Conference in New Delhi as part of the Istanbul Process. 
 

 Doing 
Business 
with 
Afghanistan 
2013 

- November 20, 2013  
Iran has ordered three hundred thousand Afghan refugees to leave the country, 
according to Human Rights Watch. 
 

 BBC English 

- December 9, 2013  
Presidents of Iran and Afghanistan meet in Tehran and discuss bilateral issues and 
matters of mutual interest. 

 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

2.2. Agreements (Negotiated/Signed)    
- December 1, 2013  
Iran, India and Afghanistan are working on a trade agreement which would enable 
Afghan traders to use Chabahar port of Iran for transportation of their goods.  
 

Jawed 
Hamim 
Kakar 

Pajhwok 
Afghan 
News 

- December 9, 2013  
Presidents of Iran and Afghanistan agree to commit to a comprehensive friendship 
pact on cooperation so that the interests of both sides remain intact. 

 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

2.3. Public Statements   
- October 20, 2013 
Iran’s President sees the need for affirming Afghanistan’s sovereignty, pointing out 
foreign meddling “does no good to the country”.  
 

Ahmad 
Ramin 

Tolonews 
 
 
  

- November 3,  2013  
Iran’s ambassador to Kabul tells President Karzai his government is working on 
extending the stay of Afghan refugees in Iran. 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/595074750550509
http://president.gov.af/fa/news/25951
http://president.gov.af/fa/news/25951
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U68c3Fo0c4U&feature=youtu.be&a
https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/609554842435833
http://www.dbafghanistan2013.in/htm/country.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-25007379
https://www.facebook.com/oaa.publicrelations/posts/633128843411722
http://www.pajhwok.com/ps/2013/12/01/%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%8C-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%88-%D9%87%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%86%DA%81-%D9%BE%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%25
https://www.facebook.com/oaa.publicrelations/posts/633128843411722
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12321-rouhani-advocates-afghan-sovereignty-pans-foreign-meddling-
http://president.gov.af/fa/news/25951
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- November 20,  2013  
Recognizing Afghanistan’s right to sign a security agreement with America, Iranian 
Ambassador to Kabul considers presence of American troops problematic.  
 

Karim 
Amini 

Tolonews 

- November 20, 2013 
Iranian envoy to UNGA recounts Iran’s assistance to Afghan refugees, riles loss of life 
of his country’s security forces along the Afghan border and emphasizes 
strengthening Afghan security forces to combat multiple threats.  
 

 UN General 
Assembly  

2.4. Track II Diplomacy     
- November 2 , 2013 
Afghanistan’s national rugby team lose to Iran in the West Asian Rugby tournament. 
 

 BBC Persian 

- November 5 , 2013 
“IPIS and FES organized a joint roundtable: Iran’s Perceptions on Afghanistan and its 
Involvement in Regional Processes in Tehran”.  
 

Friedrich 
Ebert 
Stiftung 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 17, 2013  
Iranian experts sign off a joint declaration: an output of the regional track II project, 
“Envisioning Secure and Independent Afghanistan Post 2014: Perspectives and 
Strategies for Constructive Conflict Resolution from the Neighborhood”.  
 

 Friedrich 
Ebert 
Stiftung 
Afghanistan 

 

  

http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12802-iranian-envoy-supports-afghan-right-to-bsa-with-reservations
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11457.doc.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/afghanistan/2013/11/131102_k05_afghan_sport_rugby.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.767174046642203.1073741838.650078285018447&type=1
http://www.fes-afghanistan.org/media/pdf/Joint_Declaration_on_Regional_Peace_and_Stability.pdf
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3. China 

 

Who The Source 

3.1. Actions   
- October 20, 2013 
Chinese President was briefed by President Karzai about the impending US-Afghan 
Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA) during the latter’s last trip to China.  
 

Afghan 
Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs 

Official 
Facebook 
Page  

- November 10, 2013 
Chinese Foreign Minister attends 12th formal trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting 
along with his Russian and Indian counterparts, discussions include Afghanistan. 
   

 Royal United 
Services 
Institute 
(RUSI) 

- December 12, 2013 
China, Pakistan and Afghanistan hold a trilateral summit in Kabul. China and 
Pakistan commit to work for peace in Afghanistan.  
 

 Daily Times 

3.2. Public Statements   
- November  10, 2013  
Chinese Foreign Minister views smooth general election, Afghan-led and owned 
reconciliation process and UN-led international effort important for Afghanistan 
after 2014.  

 

Simran 
Sodhi 

The 
Statesman 

- November 10, 2013 
Afghanistan features prominently in the joint communiqué of the 12th Meeting of 
Foreign Ministers of Russia-India-China.   
 

 Indian 
Ministry of 
External 
Affairs 
 

- November 20, 2013 
China’s envoy to UNGA urges the international community to ensure an 
“Afghanistan run by Afghans”.   
 

 UN General 
Assembly  

- December 6, 2013 
Chinese Ambassador to Kabul says: “China and Afghanistan are more than 
neighbours. The interests and fates of the two countries are closely interlinked”. 
 

 Chinese 
Embassy in 
Kabul  

- December 17, 2013 
Chinese Ambassador to Kabul signifies Afghanistan’s importance to China by 
stipulating his country has provided $200 million in assistance to Afghanistan so 
far. 
 

 Chinese 
Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs 

3.3. Track II Diplomacy    
- November 17, 2013  
Chinese experts sign off a joint declaration: an output of the regional track II 
project, “Envisioning Secure and Independent Afghanistan Post 2014: Perspectives 
and Strategies for Constructive Conflict Resolution from the Neighborhood”.  
 

 Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung 
Afghanistan 

3.4. Media Commentary    
- December 16, 2013 
China’s policy on Afghanistan  

 

Dr. 
Mohammad 
Khan   

Pakistan 
Observer  

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/595074750550509
http://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C528246195F8AE/#.UrNrs-LWuSm
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/12/12/story_12-12-2013_pg4_11
http://www.thestatesman.net/news/24337-India--Russia--China-foreign-ministers-meet.html
http://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/22469
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11457.doc.htm
http://af.china-embassy.org/eng/sgxw/t1106581.htm
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjb/zwjg/zwbd/t1109721.shtml
http://www.fes-afghanistan.org/media/pdf/Joint_Declaration_on_Regional_Peace_and_Stability.pdf
http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=226966
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4. Russia 

 

Who The Source 

4.1. Actions   
- October 23, 2013  
20 Afghan counternarcotics police officers receive counternarcotics training from 
Federal Drug Control Service of Russia, sponsored by NATO-Russia Council.  
 

NATO 
 

Official 
Youtube 
Channel 
 

- October 21, 2013 
Russian President discusses with the Indian Prime Minister terrorism, peace and 
reconciliation and production of illicit drugs in Afghanistan.  
  

 IBN Live 
 

- November 10, 2013 
Russian Foreign Minister attends 12th formal trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting 
along with his Chinese and Indian counterparts, discussions include Afghanistan. 
   

 Royal 
United 
Services 
Institute 
(RUSI) 

- November 13, 2013 
Russian Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Zamir Kabulov, meets 
President Karzai to discuss bilateral cooperation and regional issues. 

 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Youtube 
Channel 
 

- November 17, 2013  
Russian Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Zamir Kabulov, meets 
Afghan Minister of Foreign Affairs.   
 

Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs of 
Afghanistan 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 18, 2013  
Russian representatives attend the “Doing Business with Afghanistan” International 
Conference in New Delhi as part of the Istanbul Process. 
 

 Doing 
Business 
with 
Afghanistan 
2013 

4.2. Agreements (Negotiated/Signed)    
- November 14, 2013 
Russian state arms trader, Rosoboronexport, will not have its expected $345 million 
contract extended for provision of 15 Mi-17 helicopters to Afghan army, Pentagon 
contends.  
  

Tony 
Capaccio 
 

Bloomberg  
 

4.3. Public Statements   
- November 10, 2013 
Afghanistan features prominently in the joint communiqué of the 12th Meeting of 
Foreign Ministers of Russia-India-China.   
 

 Indian 
Ministry of 
External 
Affairs 
 

- November 12, 2013 
Russian Foreign Minister urges “additional measures” by the international community 
to prevent escalation of violence in Afghanistan, stresses Russia’s resolve to a 
peaceful, prosperous and stable Afghanistan. 
 

Rajeev 
Sharma 

Firstpost 
 

- November 13, 2013 
Russian Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Zamir Kabulov, tells 
President Karzai Russia supports Afghanistan’s pacts with other countries. 
 

Afghan 
President’s 
Office  

Official 
Youtube 
Channel 
 

- November 20, 2013 
Russia’s envoy to UNGA calls for strengthening of Afghan security forces to 

 UN General 
Assembly  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7N-juJL-IYo&feature=youtu.be
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/full-text-manmohan-putins-joint-statement-on-14th-indiarussia-annual-summit/429697-37-64.html
http://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C528246195F8AE/#.UrNrs-LWuSm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2Yzw4y8xdk&feature=youtu.be&a
https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/609554842435833
http://www.dbafghanistan2013.in/htm/country.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-11-14/pentagon-says-no-to-more-disputed-russian-copter-deals.html
http://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/22469
http://www.firstpost.com/india/what-the-russia-india-china-meet-on-terror-means-for-india-1225845.html
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/13/russia-backs-kabul%E2%80%99s-pacts-foreigners
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counteract terrorists and criminals”.   
 
- December 0, 2013 
Russia’s Ambassador to Tajikistan says “prospects for a smooth transition in 
Afghanistan are grim”. 
 

Joshua 
Kucera 

Euroasianet 

4.4. Track II Diplomacy     
- October 31, 2013  
Russian movie, If Only Everyone, receives the best full-length film award at the 2

nd
 

Afghanistan Human Rights Film Festival, organized by the Afghanistan Cinema Club.  
 

 British and 
Irish 
Agencies 
Afghanistan 
Group 

- November 17, 2013  
Russian experts sign off a joint declaration: an output of the regional track II project, 
“Envisioning Secure and Independent Afghanistan Post 2014: Perspectives and 
Strategies for Constructive Conflict Resolution from the Neighborhood”.  
 

 Friedrich 
Ebert 
Stiftung 
Afghanistan 

 
  

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11457.doc.htm
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/67853
http://www.baag.org.uk/sites/www.baag.org.uk/files/resources/attachments/Afghanistan%20this%20October%2031Oct13.pdf
http://www.fes-afghanistan.org/media/pdf/Joint_Declaration_on_Regional_Peace_and_Stability.pdf
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5. Saudi Arabia  

 

Who The Source 

5.1. Actions   
-  November 1, 2013 
Thousands of Afghans face eviction and imprisonment as Saudi Arabia’s crack down 
against illegal immigrants continues.  
 

Nadim Al-
Hamid and 
Ghazanfar 
Ali Khan 

Arab News  

- November 1, 2013 
Saudi Arabia delivers $30 million to the World Health Organization (WHO) to fight 
polio in Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa.  

 

 Global 
Polio 
Eradication 
Initiative  

- November 19, 2013 
Saudi Arabia’s new ambassador to Afghanistan pays an introductory visit to the 
Afghan upper house of parliament, meeting its chairman.  
 

Senate 
Chairman’s 
Office 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

- November 19, 2013 
Construction work around the Bait-ul-Haram in Makkah results in reduction by 20% of 
Afghan pilgrims to Saudi Arabia this year.  
 

 BBC Pashto 

5.2. Public Statements   
- November 19, 2013 
Musfir Bin Abdul Rahman Al Ghasib, Saudi Ambassador to Kabul, says his government 
is committed to peace in Afghanistan and will continue its assistance in different 
spheres.   

 

Senate 
Chairman’s 
Office 

Official 
Facebook 
Page 

5.3. Track II Diplomacy     
- November 29, 2013 
Afghanistan’s High Peace Council to attend a conference of Islamic scholars in Saudi 
Arabia, in which participants from many Muslim countries are expected to take part.  
 

Ahmad 
Ramin 

Tolonews  

5.4. Media Commentary    
- October 14, 2013 
Keeping an eye on Afghanistan’s corrupt politicians 
 

Camelia 
Entekhabi-
Fard 

Al Arabiya 
News 

- November 28, 2013 
Riyadh’s annus horribilis   
 

Rodger 
Shanahan 

The 
Interpreter  

- November 28, 2013 
Afghanistan: A Battleground for Iranian and Saudi Interests 

 

 Pakistan 
Defence 

 

  

http://www.arabnews.com/news/470766
http://www.polioeradication.org/tabid/488/iid/332/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=660415600669409&set=a.634191306625172.1073741827.634143476629955&type=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/pashto/afghanistan/2013/10/131013_as_afghanj_hajj.shtml#FBM296579
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=660415600669409&set=a.634191306625172.1073741827.634143476629955&type=1
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12906-hpc-to-attend-islamic-conference-in-saudi-arabia
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/views/news/world/2013/10/14/Keeping-an-eye-on-Afghanistan-s-corrupt-politicians.html
http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2013/11/28/Riyadhs-Annus-Horribilis.aspx
http://defence.pk/threads/afghanistan-a-battleground-for-iranian-and-saudi-interests.289089/
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3. Regional Dynamics and Crosscutting Issues 

 

 
October 21, 2013: Afghanistan and Tajikistan ink three agreements in the areas of demining, 
development of insurance services and border management (Link).   

 
October 21, 2013: Turkish government freezes accounts and confiscates assets of 400 individuals and 
groups with presumed links to Al-Qaeda and Taliban (Link).   

 
October 22, 2013: Twenty eight Ministers of Defense of NATO member countries meet in a summit to 
discuss Afghanistan and cyber security (Link).   

 
October 23, 2013: Pakistan bans the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (IMU) and Islamic Jihad Union (IJU) “on orders from China” (Link).   

 
October 25, 2013: Caucasus and Central Asia see robust growth, but risks remain, according to a new 
report by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) (Link). 

 
October 29, 2013: Trilateral talks between British Prime Minister, David Cameroon, Afghan President, 
Hamed Karzai and Pakistani Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif take place in London (Link).   

 
November 6, 2013: Second meeting of Afghanistan-UK Joint Commission is held in Kabul (Link).   

 
November 20, 2013: The United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopts a resolution, 
“reaffirming commitment to Afghanistan’s peaceful, prosperous future” (Link).   

 
December 8, 2013: Participants from India, Pakistan and Afghanistan attend a track 2 dialogue in Kabul 
to discuss political issues between the three countries (Link).   
 

December 10, 2013: The Afghan Institute for Strategic Studies (AISS) hosts the ambassadors of 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The meeting was organized to exchange views on 
the forthcoming AISS-organized “Afghanistan-Central Asia Dialoge-I” (Link).   
 

December 17, 2013: Pakistan-Afghanistan Parliamentarians Dialogue-XI was held in Kabul from 
December 17-18 of this year (Link).   
 

December 19, 2013: Afghanistan Institute for Strategic Studies (AISS) convenes the first Afghanistan – 
Central Asia Dialogue (ACAD), with 135 participants from 20 countries (Link).   
 
 
 

  

http://president.gov.af/ps/news/25464
http://turkey.setimes.com/en_GB/articles/ses/articles/features/departments/world/2013/10/21/feature-01
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2340003&Language=en
http://tribune.com.pk/story/621400/pakistan-bans-three-extremist-outfits-on-orders-from-china/
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2013/CAR102513A.htm
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12414-karzai-in-london-for-talks-with-cameron-and-sharif
https://www.facebook.com/mfa.afghanistan/posts/603804553010862
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11457.doc.htm
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=236550936512893&set=a.222559427912044.1073741828.222545451246775&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=582386731832513&set=a.552746968129823.1073741834.536198773117976&type=1
http://pildat.org/eventsdel.asp?detid=669
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.587081824696337.1073741841.536198773117976&type=1
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4. Summary of Trends for the Quarter  

 
Deadlock Over US-Afghanistan Security Pact 
As Afghanistan is preparing to assume a greater role in the wake of planned NATO pull out at the end of 
2014, the region is pondering future scenarios in Afghanistan and how to respond to them. The 
protracted negotiations or the assumed brinkmanship by President Karzai has not only kept everyone in 
Afghanistan wondering about the future of the country and the wider region, it has had a stalling affect 
on the plans of both US allies and the countries in the region after the withdrawal is completed. Even 
the insurgents chipped in by urging Karzai not to sign the deal.   
 
Regional Response to the Deadlock 
The episode has also drawn mixed reaction from the region. While India has steadfastly supported long-
term engagement of the international community in Afghanistan, China and Russia, as evident in their 
statements in the last quarter of this year, are visibly concerned at Afghanistan’s descent into chaos 
once the international engagement draws to a close. Also aware of their inability to provide the level of 
support the Afghan state is receiving from its western allies, they are supportive of a sustained 
engagement of the Americans and NATO but are at the same time pushing for a lead UN role. India has 
reiterated its position that it has no exit strategy unless the Afghan side decides otherwise. There is also 
a greater emphasis from China and Russia – China in particular – on a greater role for the regional 
vehicles such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the Heart of Asia mechanism.  
 
Iran Opposes the Pact 
Iran is the only country in the region which has openly opposed any security pact or presence of 
American/NATO troops beyond 2014 in Afghanistan. Iranians assert that the presence of the foreign 
troops is the main instigator of violence in Afghanistan and the wider region. And that violent opposition 
to the Afghan government will recede considerably once the international troops are sent packing. This 
argument may or may not be true or may partially hold water. Iran considers it is in its strategic interest 
to have a complete withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan. The announcement of an Afghan-
Iranian comprehensive deal seems to be in direct response to the pact between Afghanistan and the US. 
The former has attracted the ire of some lawmakers in America. The impact of agreement of Iran’s 
nuclear program over US-Iran relations in Afghanistan is hard to assess yet as it is too early in the 
process.  
 
Dipping US-Saudi Relations 
Saudi Arabia’s engagement in Afghanistan was very limited in this quarter compared to the first three 
quarters of the year. Clearly incensed by American overtures to Iran and its failure to strike Syrian 
government, Saudi Arabia seems to be going it alone in its response to Iranian encroachments in the 
region. Disclosure of a secret Saudi-Pakistani deal over provision of Pakistani nuclear warheads and 
funding and training by Saudis of Syrian insurgents are clearly in retaliation to America’s presumed 
“tepidness” towards curbing or countering Iran’s influence. What the impact of this low in the Saudi-US 
relations on the former’s views towards Afghanistan would be remains to be seen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/18/world/asia/a-top-iraqi-officials-advice-to-karzai-take-americas-deal.html?smid=tw-share
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-12-03/afghan-taliban-urge-karzai-to-reject-security-accord-with-u-s-.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/afghanistan-s-proposed-us-deal-figures-in-karzai-pm-meeting-113121300845_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/afghanistan-s-proposed-us-deal-figures-in-karzai-pm-meeting-113121300845_1.html
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/afghanistan-s-bleak-post-war-prospects-by-jaswant-singh
http://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/the-transition-in-afghanistan
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5. Publications from the Region 

 

October 8, 2013: Mehdi, Tahir. Why Taliban won’t succeed in Afghanistan now, Dawn. Available here.  
 
October 15, 2013: Jafar, Ghani. Of Bangladesh and Balochistan, Pakistan Today. Available here.  
 
October 18, 2013: Tharoor, Shashi. The Terrorist Next Door, Project Syndicate. Available here.  
 
October 23, 2013: Sawhney, R K and Sareen, Sushant. Afghanistan Is Far From Being Lost: A Situation 
Report From The Ground, Vivekananda International Foundation. Available here.  
 
October 28, 2013: Provincial Reconstruction Teams: useful concept, flawed execution?, afghanhindsight. 
Available here.  
 
October 31, 2013: Arni, Anand and Tondon, Abhimanyu. Afghanistan beyond 2014: What should India 
do?, Firstpost. Available here.  
 
November 1, 2013: Subramanian, Nirupama. A great game that all sides can win, The Hindu. Available 
here.  
 
November 4, 2013: Ali, Obaid. “As Easy As Growing Potatoes”: How formerly ‘poppy-free’ Ghor is at risk 
of becoming an important player in Afghanistan’s opium business, Afghanistan Analyst Network. 
Available here.  
 
November 7, 2013: Glaser, Bonnie and Pal, Deep. China’s Periphery Diplomacy Initiative: Implications for 
China Neighbors and the United States, China-US Focus. Available here.  
 
November 7, 2013: Bukhari, Shujaat. India-Pakistan: Afghan End-Game, Institute of Peace and Conflict 
Studies. Available here.  
 
November 11, 2013: Osman, Borhan. The Counter-Jirga: 3000 participants condemn the US, the Afghan 
government and the BSA, Afghanistan Analyst Network. Available here.  
 
November 11, 2013: Butt, M. Saleem. Has the military lost control, New Pakistan. Available here.  
 
November 20, 2013: Archiwal, Ahmadullah. Teaching Nonviolence in Afghan Classrooms, Discourse 
Afghanistan. Available here.  
 
November 24, 2013: Azami, Davood. What future does security pact give Afghanistan?, Afghan Institute 
of Strategic Studies. Available here.  
 
December 2013: Thomas, Vincent, Azizi, Mujib Ahmad and Ghafoori, Ihsanullah. Water rights and 
conflict resolution processes in Afghanistan: The case of the Sar-i-Pul sub-basin, Afghanistan Research 
and Evaluation Unit. Available here. 
 
 
 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1048279/why-the-taliban-wont-succeed-in-afghanistan-now
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/10/15/comment/of-bangladesh-and-balochistan/
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/shashi-tharooron-india-s-gamble-in-pursuing-peace-with-pakistan
http://www.vifindia.org/article/2013/october/23/afghanistan-is-far-from-being-lost-a-situation-report-from-the-ground
http://afghanhindsight.wordpress.com/2013/10/28/provincial-reconstruction-teams-useful-concept-flawed-execution/
http://www.firstpost.com/world/afghanistan-beyond-2014-what-should-india-do-1203889.html
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-great-game-that-all-sides-can-win/article5302734.ece
http://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/as-easy-as-growing-potatoes-how-formerly-poppy-free-ghor-is-at-risk-of-becoming-an-important-player-in-afghanistans-opium-business
http://www.chinausfocus.com/foreign-policy/chinas-periphery-diplomacy-initiative-implications-for-china-neighbors-and-the-united-states/
http://www.ipcs.org/article/india/india-pakistan-afghan-end-game-4165.html
http://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-counter-jirga-3000-delegates-condemn-the-us-the-afghan-government-and-the-bsa
http://new-pakistan.com/2013/11/11/has-the-military-lost-control/
http://discourse.apn.af/teaching-non-violence/
http://aiss.af/index.php/component/content/article/94-activities/297-what-future-does-security-pact-give-afghanistan
http://areu.org.af/EditionDetails.aspx?EditionId=702&ContentId=7&ParentId=7&Lang=en-US#.UrE9I08S9Ik.twitter

